Proving Grounds: Season 1 - Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"

May 12, 2026 | Proving Grounds House - Las Vegas, NV

Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"

PROVING GROUNDS: EPISODE EIGHT
Episode Title: "Live in Front of the UTA"

OPENING MONTAGE

Black screen.

The sound comes first.

A crowd rumble. Ring ropes snapping. Arena music thumping somewhere behind a curtain. A production
headset voice saying, "Thirty seconds to live." Boots pacing on concrete. Someone taking a deep breath and

failing to calm down. A ring announcer warming up in the distance. Commentary mics clicking live.

JOHN PHILLIPS (V.0.): "Tonight, for the first time, these remaining recruits step out of the house, out of the
training facility, and in front of a real WrestleUTA crowd."

MARK BRAVO (V.0.): "And brother, this is where some people become stars and some people find out they
only looked good in rehearsal."

The images hit in quick, sharp succession.

Darren Valiant holding a mic in the ring while the other recruits stand behind him.

Tatum Quinn staring straight ahead, unreadable.

Roxie Raze behind the curtain, jaw set, hearing the crowd through the drape.

Lena Lux bouncing on the balls of her feet, visibly terrified and alive at the same time.

Jace Van Ardent closing his eyes, then opening them with focus.

Boone Mercer rolling his neck, fists taped, looking like he belongs in the fight more than the spotlight.
Scott Stevens standing in the center of a UTA ring.

A section of fans holding up hand-lettered signs for recruits they barely met weeks ago.
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Roxie and Lena mid-exchange in the ring.
Jace springboarding. Boone catching him. The crowd rising.
Darren backing Tatum into the corner and pausing just long enough for the moment to breathe.
Tatum firing back with sudden ferocity.
SCOTT STEVENS (V.0.): "The audience tells the truth faster than anybody."
MARK BRAVO (V.0.): "And the truth tonight might send somebody home."
Hard cut to black.
ON SCREEN: PROVING GROUNDS
SCENE ONE - ARRIVAL AT THE ARENA
Even the arrival feels different.
Not the clean, controlled drive to the training facility. Not the routine of a house morning and a van. This is a
live UTA event venue. Trucks. Crew. Cases rolling. Production assistants moving at speed. The crowd

already filtering in outside. Music leaking through walls. Real event energy.

The recruits step out of the van one by one, and for the first time all season, they look like they understand
they are not in a bubble anymore.

Darren exits first, dressed sharp but not overdone, garment bag in one hand, small duffel in the other. He
pauses and looks at the venue entrance as if he is measuring the scale of it against the version of this
moment he has imagined for himself.

Jace gets out next, carrying gear over one shoulder. He tries a smile, but it is tighter than usual. Boone
follows, expression unreadable, gaze already scanning the loading area and staff like he is looking for where
the real work starts. Roxie steps out in dark shades and an easy posture that looks composed until you notice
the speed of her breathing. Lena exits behind her, staring up at the venue sign like she cannot believe she is
actually here. Tatum exits last, bag on shoulder, eyes forward, conserving everything.

Confessional.

LENA LUX: "The house is pressure. The facility is pressure. But this? This is the first day it feels like we're
standing near the actual thing we all came here for. That changes your heartbeat immediately."

Confessional.

Generated by eFed Management Suite | Page 2



Proving Grounds: Season 1 - Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"

BOONE MERCER: "This is better. | know how to be in buildings like this. You can smell the crowd before
you see 'em. That part | trust.”

Confessional.

TATUM QUINN: "Everybody says the crowd tells the truth. I'm less interested in whether they like me than
whether | disappear in front of them. That's the real fear."

SCENE TWO - BACKSTAGE HOLDING ROOM
The recruits are led to a designated holding room backstage. Black curtains. Road cases. A long table with
bottled water and fruit. A screen on the far wall showing the live arena feed. UTA branding everywhere. This
is not a game set anymore. This is a working show building.

Inside the room, the six settle in differently.

Darren hangs his jacket carefully and immediately starts wrapping his wrists. Jace paces, stops, paces
again. Boone sits down, laces his boots tighter than they need to be, then looser. Roxie stands near the
monitor pretending not to care how many fans are taking their seats. Lena sits for exactly three seconds
before standing again because sitting is making the nerves louder. Tatum stays still in the corner chair, which
in her case is how nerves look.

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Anybody else feel like this room's too quiet?"

ROXIE RAZE: "No. That's just your inner soundtrack getting louder."

BOONE MERCER: "She's right."

JACE VAN ARDENT: "You two agreeing is creeping me out."

DARREN VALIANT: "I'd focus on more immediate horrors."

Lena turns from the monitor.

LENA LUX: "There are more people out there than | thought there'd be."

ROXIE RAZE: "What were you expecting?"

LENA LUX: "l don't know. Fewer witnesses."

That gets a real laugh from the room, even Tatum's mouth almost twitching.

Scott Stevens enters. The room snaps back into order.
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SCOTT STEVENS: "Good. Nerves mean your blood still works."
He steps into the middle of the room.
SCOTT STEVENS: "You're not here to be cute about the fact this matters. It matters. That crowd out there
didn't live in the house with you. They didn't sit in on your notes. They don't care how close you came last

week. They care about what they feel when they see you."

SCOTT STEVENS: "And because Darren won last week, he gets the first call tonight. He chooses his
opponent.”

The room goes tight immediately.
SCOTT STEVENS: "You'll all hear it live."
That lands even harder.
SCOTT STEVENS: "Get dressed. Bell time on your futures is getting closer."
SCENE THREE - COMMENTARY SETUP
Cut to ringside.
The arena crowd is alive, buzzing with the kind of anticipatory energy that comes before something unusual.
This is a special in-show segment on a live UTA event. The fans have been told the Proving Grounds recruits

will compete tonight, and there is real curiosity in the building.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Ladies and gentlemen, welcome back here at WrestleUTA, and we are about to bring you
a special edition of Proving Grounds live from inside a UTA arena.”

MARK BRAVO: "This is where it gets nasty, John. The coaches can lie to you out of love, out of hope, out of
development plans. These fans? These fans will tell you the truth in ten seconds.”

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Six remain. By the end of tonight, that number drops to five."

MARK BRAVO: "And I love that Stevens made the winner of house pressure pick first. That's dirty. That's
strategic. That's wrestling."

SCENE FOUR - SCOTT IN THE RING / DARREN'S CHOICE
Scott Stevens stands in the ring, microphone in hand, as the crowd gives a warm, curious response. The
camera pans the audience. Some signs now read "ROXIE RULES," "JACE NEXT," "BOONE IS REAL," and,

to Lena's visible surprise backstage, "LENA DON'T QUIT."
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SCOTT STEVENS: "For weeks, you've watched these recruits fight for a contract. Tonight, for the first time,
they do it in front of you."

The crowd cheers.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Six remain. Three exhibition matches. One elimination at the end of the night."
SCOTT STEVENS: "And because he won last week's challenge, Darren Valiant chooses his opponent.”
Darren's music does not hit -- intentionally. He is introduced simply by name and steps out from the curtain
into the arena light on his own. The reaction is good. Not thunder, but clearly positive. The fans already

recognize him.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Listen to that. Darren Valiant has clearly made an impression on this audience through
the screen.”

MARK BRAVO: "He walks like he expected that, and honestly? He probably did."

Darren steps into the ring, takes a microphone from Scott, and turns toward the stage where the other five
recruits now stand in a line.

DARREN VALIANT: "l could make a safe choice."

He paces once.

DARREN VALIANT: "I could choose somebody people already expect me to match up with. Somebody
loud. Somebody obvious. Somebody I've already been circling in this competition."”

Boone watches, arms crossed. Roxie narrows her eyes. Jace looks between them. Lena stares at Darren
like she's trying to read him before he speaks.

DARREN VALIANT: "But that's not what tonight should be."

He turns fully toward Tatum.

DARREN VALIANT: "I choose Tatum Quinn."

The crowd reacts with an intrigued murmur more than a gasp. Backstage, the other recruits react
immediately. Boone looks surprised. Roxie's eyebrows go up. Jace nods slowly like he sees the logic. Lena

glances at Tatum, who barely moves at all.

MARK BRAVO: "Ohhhh, that's interesting. That is not the crowd-pleaser pick. That is a test."
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JOHN PHILLIPS: "Darren may believe Tatum is the most technically sound person left and wants to beat
that live -- or he wants to see if she disappears in this atmosphere."

Tatum steps forward, expression steady, and gives only one nod.

TATUM QUINN: "Good."

Short. Cold. Effective.

SCOTT STEVENS: "That means the remaining pairings are set.”

SCOTT STEVENS: "Roxie Raze faces Lena Lux."

The crowd perks up at once, sensing heat.

SCOTT STEVENS: "And Jace Van Ardent faces Boone Mercer."

This time, the reaction is louder. That feels like a fight.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Get ready. We start now."

SCENE FIVE - BACKSTAGE AFTER THE REVEAL

Back in the holding room, the energy has changed again. Pairings make nerves real.

Tatum is taping her wrists with the same expression she'd wear balancing a checkbook, but her hands are
moving faster. Darren sits on the bench across from her adjusting his boots.

DARREN VALIANT: "You all right with the choice?"

TATUM QUINN: "You already made it."

DARREN VALIANT: "That wasn't the question.”

Tatum finishes the tape and looks up.

TATUM QUINN: "You picked me because I'm hard to read in front of people."

DARREN VALIANT: "Partly."

TATUM QUINN: "And because if you can make me look small live, it helps you."

Darren does not lie.
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DARREN VALIANT: "Partly."

TATUM QUINN: "Good. Then if I don't look small, that helps me."

Darren gives the slightest smile.

DARREN VALIANT: "That's the business."

Across the room, Roxie is lacing boots while Lena paces in front of the monitor.

LENA LUX: "They want us because they know there's a story there."

ROXIE RAZE: "Then tell one."

LENA LUX: "You make everything sound easier than it is."

ROXIE RAZE: "No. | make it sound unavoidable."

Lena stops pacing.

LENA LUX: "You know what's weird?"

ROXIE RAZE: "Several things, probably."

LENA LUX: "If this was week one, I'd be terrified to wrestle you."

ROXIE RAZE: "And now?"

LENA LUX: "Now | kind of want to prove something."

Roxie studies her. A little pride. A little threat. A lot of both.

ROXIE RAZE: "Good."

Jace is bouncing in place near the hallway entrance when Boone joins him.

JACE VAN ARDENT: "This feels obvious."

BOONE MERCER: "Yeah."

JACE VAN ARDENT: "That worries me."

BOONE MERCER: "Then don't wrestle obvious."
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Jace laughs once.

JACE VAN ARDENT: "You know, every once in a while you say something accidentally useful.”

BOONE MERCER: "I've been saying that about you for weeks."

SCENE SIX - MATCH ONE: ROXIE RAZE VS LENA LUX

Roxie's music hits first. She steps through the curtain with full control, eyes forward, no wasted motion. The
reaction is strong and immediate. She knows how to enter a building. She does not smile. She lets the crowd
come to her.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Roxie Raze might be the most naturally television-ready recruit left in this competition.”
MARK BRAVO: "And she knows it, John. That's the dangerous part."

Lena's music hits next, and the crowd responds with clear underdog support. More than she expects. You
can see it hit her in real time. She steps out and has to take one extra breath at the top of the ramp before
moving.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "And listen to this reaction for Lena Lux!"

MARK BRAVO: "People love growth, baby. They smell it. They see it."

The match begins with tension before contact, exactly as it should. They circle. Roxie smirks first. Lena
doesn't blink away from it. The crowd notices that. They lock up. Roxie takes the early control, using
sharpness and tone more than power. Lena gets bumped, regrouped, and then clipped again. Roxie is talking
the whole time, just low enough that the camera catches pieces but the audience mostly reads the energy.
MARK BRAVO: "Roxie's not just wrestling her. She's getting in her head while she does it."

JOHN PHILLIPS: "That has been the story of this relationship from the beginning of the season."

Then Roxie gives Lena that smile. Not big. Not exaggerated. Just enough.

The crowd feels the turn before Lena even moves. Lena fires back with sudden anger, not panic, and the
building responds. Her comeback is cleaner than early season Lena would've managed. Not rushed. Not

desperate. Earned.

Roxie cuts it off once, but it costs her this time. The second burst from Lena is sharper. A dropkick lands. A
running forearm. Roxie spills to the ropes and the crowd rises with Lena in a way no one in the back will miss.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "This building is with Lena Lux!"
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The finish comes after Roxie narrowly escapes losing control and steals a moment with veteran-level
instinct, catching Lena on an overcommit and folding her into a tight cradle for three.

The bell rings.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Roxie Raze with the win!"

MARK BRAVO: "Yeah, but listen to this crowd for Lena even in the loss!"

Roxie stands and has her hand raised, but she looks over at Lena with something much more complicated
than victory. Lena sits up, disappointed, breathing hard, but the crowd applauds her. That matters.

As Roxie steps out of the ring, she pauses just long enough near Lena to say something unheard by the
crowd.

Lena looks up, surprised, then nods once.

SCENE SEVEN - BACKSTAGE REACTIONS

Back through the curtain, Roxie is met first by Melissa Cartwright.

MELISSA CARTWRIGHT: "Good crowd control."

ROXIE RAZE: "I know."

MELISSA CARTWRIGHT: "And?"

Roxie glances toward the curtain Lena is about to walk through.

ROXIE RAZE: "And she got in there with me."

That is as generous as Roxie gets in public.

Lena comes through the curtain moments later, frustrated at the loss, but the crowd reaction is still following
her in faint echo. Jace meets her first.

JACE VAN ARDENT: "They were with you."

LENA LUX: "I still lost."

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Not all losses feel the same."

Lena hears that. Doesn't fully accept it. But hears it.
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SCENE EIGHT - MATCH TWO: JACE VAN ARDENT VS BOONE MERCER
Jace enters first to a strong reaction. Not overwhelming, but real. The fans know him and like him. Boone
enters next to a different kind of response -- less polished, more visceral. The audience likes the idea of this
collision immediately.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "This could be a defining moment for both men."

MARK BRAVO: "Jace needs a statement. Boone needs to prove all this momentum isn't just cute in the
house."

The match wastes no time but does not rush. Jace tries to create angles, pace, openings. Boone doesn't
chase too hard early, which is smart. He waits, times, and when he does catch Jace, the whole thing
changes. That's the story, and both men tell it well.

Jace's first springboard gets cut off by a forearm that turns the building inside out. Boone leans into control,
but unlike earlier weeks, he lets moments breathe instead of bulldozing through them. Jace sells the weight
of being trapped very well. This is one of his better performances of the season because he is not relying on
charm or flash alone -- he is fighting from underneath with urgency and reason.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Jace Van Ardent having to adapt to Boone Mercer's pace!"

MARK BRAVO: "And Boone's not just being a caveman tonight, John. He's thinking. That scares me."
The comeback finally comes after Boone misses in the corner and pays for trying to end it too forcefully.
Jace catches rhythm, but this time it feels sharper, not merely pretty. Flying forearm. Kick combo. Ropes.
Springboard crossbody. The audience is fully with him now.

Boone kicks out.

The finish is excellent: Jace goes high one more time, but Boone reads it and catches him mid-air into a
heavy powerslam that feels like the roof shakes with it. One. Two. Three.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Boone Mercer wins it!"

MARK BRAVO: "That was huge! But I'm tellin' you, Jace answered a lot tonight too."

Boone stands, chest heaving, and the crowd gives him a strong reaction. Jace rolls to the ropes
disappointed, but not deflated. He got something back tonight. You can see it.

SCENE NINE - BACKSTAGE / THE EDGE RETURNS

Jace comes through the curtain irritated but alive in a way he hasn't looked in weeks. Boone follows, still
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processing the adrenaline.
JACE VAN ARDENT: "That finish was nasty."
BOONE MERCER: "Mean it as a compliment?"
JACE VAN ARDENT: "Yeah."
BOONE MERCER: "Then I'll take it."
Jace grabs water, shakes his head once, and smiles despite losing.
JACE VAN ARDENT: "That felt more like me."
Melissa, hearing that, says nothing. Just makes a note.
SCENE TEN - MATCH THREE: DARREN VALIANT VS TATUM QUINN
Now the room knows this one is different.

Darren enters to the biggest reaction of the night so far. He hears it. Feels it. Doesn't overindulge it. That's
growth.

Tatum enters to a more measured response, but not silence. There is curiosity. Respect. Maybe not affection
yet. But people are willing to see.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "This may be the most strategically interesting match of the night."

MARK BRAVO: "Darren picked her for a reason. He thinks he can expose her. Or maybe he thinks beating
her means more than beating somebody obvious."

The opening is all control and reading. Darren tries to speed the conversation up just enough to put Tatum in
her worst place: reacting instead of asserting. Tatum refuses to overreact. That frustrates him. Good. Now
the match has something.

They trade holds, counters, resets. The crowd is quieter at first, watching, which is dangerous and promising
at the same time. Then Darren snaps a little harder with a shoulder and Tatum answers with a forearm that
wakes the building up. There it is. The edge.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Tatum Quinn may have just changed the entire tone of this match!"

Darren grins in spite of himself. Good. Finally.

Generated by eFed Management Suite | Page 11



Proving Grounds: Season 1 - Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"

The story becomes clear: Darren wants control through presence and pace. Tatum wants to drag the truth
out of the exchange and refuse to vanish under his spotlight. Midway through, Darren starts to feel the crowd
leaning toward Tatum every time she fires back more openly than expected. That changes him too. He has to
wrestle, not just command.

Tatum gets the best moment of her season when Darren catches her hand on a setup and twists it down,
and she doesn't just sell pain -- she sells anger at the pain. The crowd responds. They finally feel her.

MARK BRAVO: "There it is! There she is! That's the first time all season | feel like I'm meeting the real
Tatum Quinn live!"

The finish comes after a genuinely competitive final stretch. Darren survives the best version of Tatum yet,
slips just outside one last counter, and lands the Valiant Shift clean. One. Two. Three.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "Darren Valiant gets the win!"

Darren has his hand raised, but he is looking at Tatum, who is still on one knee, disappointed and furious
and undeniably present.

The crowd applauds both.

SCENE ELEVEN - COMMENTARY BEFORE ELIMINATION

The recruits line up on the stage and then step into the ring one by one, now all six standing shoulder to
shoulder with Scott Stevens in the center. The crowd is buzzing because even they can feel what this
decision means.

JOHN PHILLIPS: "This is not just about who won and who lost tonight.”

MARK BRAVO: "No, but don't get it twisted -- losing in front of these people ain't exactly a healthy detail."
JOHN PHILLIPS: "Boone Mercer and Darren Valiant both won. Roxie Raze won. But Lena Lux may have
had one of the most emotionally successful losses we've seen this season. Jace Van Ardent looked sharper
tonight than he has in weeks. Tatum Quinn may have finally been felt. Scott Stevens has a very difficult
decision."

SCENE TWELVE - THE ELIMINATION DELIBERATION

SCOTT STEVENS: "Tonight mattered."

SCOTT STEVENS: "All season, you've been training in controlled spaces. Tonight, there were no controlled
spaces. There was a crowd. Noise. Timing. adrenaline. Real reaction. Real silence when something didn't

work. Real energy when something did."”
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He looks down the line.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Some of you got bigger tonight. Some of you got clearer. And some of you reminded
me why you're still here."

SCOTT STEVENS: "Safe tonight: Boone Mercer."

Boone nods once. No surprise, but real satisfaction.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Roxie Raze."

Roxie lets herself enjoy half a second of that.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Darren Valiant."

Darren exhales, but only slightly.

SCOTT STEVENS: "That leaves Jace Van Ardent, Lena Lux, and Tatum Quinn."
The crowd quiets. The ring feels smaller.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Lena, you lost tonight. But you connected. That matters."

SCOTT STEVENS: "Tatum, you lost tonight. But for the first time, | felt urgency from you in a live setting.
That matters."

SCOTT STEVENS: "Jace, you lost tonight. But you looked more specific tonight than you have in weeks.
That matters too."

He paces once.

SCOTT STEVENS: "One of you is still going home."
He stops.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Tatum Quinn..."

Tatum looks straight ahead.

SCOTT STEVENS: "You're safe.”

The crowd gives a modest but genuine reaction. Tatum closes her eyes once, then steps back. It is the most
public validation she has had all season.
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That leaves Jace and Lena.

The crowd murmurs immediately. This feels brutal because both had something tonight.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Jace Van Ardent..."

Jace stares at Scott, jaw set.

SCOTT STEVENS: "You're safe."

Jace exhales hard and steps back, relief mixed with the knowledge of how close that was.

Lena is left alone in front of Scott Stevens.

The crowd audibly reacts. They know what this means now, and they do not love it.

SCOTT STEVENS: "Lena Lux..."

Lena's eyes stay on him. She is emotional, but upright. Not week-one Lena. Not even week-four Lena.
Something newer.

SCOTT STEVENS: "You grew faster than almost anybody in this competition."

That line alone tells the story.

SCOTT STEVENS: "You stopped asking permission. You found your voice. You found your fire. But tonight,
even in a strong loss, the truth is simple -- you are not as ready as the people standing behind you."

SCOTT STEVENS: "Your time on Proving Grounds is over."

The crowd gives a disappointed groan. Not hostile. But they felt Lena. That matters more now than it would
have weeks ago.

Lena takes the news with visible hurt, but not collapse. She nods. Breathes. Nods again.

LENA LUX: "Okay."

Scott steps closer.

SCOTT STEVENS: "That's not failure. That's timing."

SCOTT STEVENS: "You came in here hopeful. You leave here believable. That matters."
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Lena's eyes water, but she keeps them up.

LENA LUX: "Thank you."

Roxie looks like she hates this more than she wants anyone to know. Jace looks genuinely gutted. Boone's
jaw tightens. Tatum watches Lena with a kind of respect that only exists when someone leaves stronger than
they arrived. Darren says nothing, but his face shows he knows exactly what just got cut out of the room.

Lena turns and walks up the aisle. The crowd applauds her the whole way.

SCENE THIRTEEN - EXIT CONFESSIONAL

Lena sits backstage with her bag beside her, makeup half-swept off by tears she clearly already fought
through.

LENA LUX: "l wanted more time."

She laughs softly through the hurt.

LENA LUX: "That's the truth. | wanted more time because | know | got better here. | know | did. And that's
the part that hurts most, because now | know what I'm capable of instead of just what | hoped | was."

She looks down, then back up.

LENA LUX: "Week one, | was terrified of taking up space. Tonight, | walked in front of a UTA crowd and they
actually saw me. That doesn't feel like losing. Not completely."

She exhales.

LENA LUX: "Roxie was right. At some point, you stop asking. You take it. | think | finally did."

SCENE FOURTEEN - BACKSTAGE AFTERMATH

Back in the holding room, the energy is raw. Five people remain, and the absence of the sixth arrives fast.

Roxie stands by the table, arms folded, staring at nothing. Jace is the first to speak.

JACE VAN ARDENT: "She should be proud."

BOONE MERCER: "She is. That ain't the same as this not hurting."

Roxie says nothing. Darren notices.
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DARREN VALIANT: "You okay?"

ROXIE RAZE: "No."

The answer comes too fast to be managed.

ROXIE RAZE: "And before anybody makes that weird, I'm aware of the irony."

Tatum sits down slowly in the chair Lena had been using earlier.

TATUM QUINN: "She got through."

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Yeah."

TATUM QUINN: "That matters."

BOONE MERCER: "Not as much as staying."

No one argues. No one can.

SCENE FIFTEEN - HOUSE RETURN
The house feels wrong with five.

Not just smaller. Imbalanced.

Roxie steps into her room first and stops in the doorway. Lena's bed is still made. Her bag is gone. A hoodie
that got left behind is folded over the back of the chair. That tiny detail lands harder than anything said in the
arena did.

Roxie goes over, picks up the hoodie, and stares at it.

Confessional.

ROXIE RAZE: "I spent half this season trying to sharpen her, and the other half pretending that wasn't what |
was doing. So yeah. It sucks."

She looks off-camera, jaw tight.
ROXIE RAZE: "She was supposed to still be here to annoy me."

In the kitchen, Boone pours water while Jace sits at the island staring at the counter.
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BOONE MERCER: "You all right?"

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Yeah."

BOONE MERCER: "That sounded fake."

Jace huffs one tired laugh.

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Yeah, well, I'm running low on original material."
BOONE MERCER: "You survived."

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Barely."

BOONE MERCER: "Still counts.”

Darren and Tatum sit outside under the patio lights, both too wired to sleep.
DARREN VALIANT: "You felt that crowd."

TATUM QUINN: "I did."

DARREN VALIANT: "How was it?"

Tatum thinks about the answer instead of dodging it.

TATUM QUINN: "Worse than | thought. Better than | thought.”
DARREN VALIANT: "That sounds right."

TATUM QUINN: "You picked me because you thought | might disappear.”
DARREN VALIANT: "Partly."

TATUM QUINN: "l know."

She looks out into the yard.

TATUM QUINN: "I didn't."

Darren nods. No joke this time. Just respect.

FINAL CONFESSIONALS
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Proving Grounds: Season 1 - Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"

DARREN VALIANT: "Winning live matters. Not because it flatters my ego -- though let's not pretend it
doesn't -- but because it proves | translate where it counts."

JACE VAN ARDENT: "Tonight saved me and warned me in the same breath. That's useful. Also
unpleasant.”

ROXIE RAZE: "I won. I'm still here. And somehow this doesn't feel clean. That probably says something
important.”

BOONE MERCER: "The room's real small now. | like that. Means every dude left had to bleed for it."

TATUM QUINN: "I'm still here because tonight | was finally felt. That's not a small thing. But it also means
the standard changed for me now."

FINAL TAG

Black screen.

Then flashes from next week.

Scott Stevens in a dark room with the final five seated across from him one at a time. Melissa Cartwright
asking hard questions. Video packages playing on monitors. Recruits watching old footage of themselves.
Jace staring at a clip of Episode 1. Roxie seeing early footage with Lena. Boone watching his camera-week

breakthrough. Darren staring at story-week notes. Tatum watching herself freeze in earlier interviews.

SCOTT STEVENS (V.0.): "No crowd. No partner. No hiding. Next week, you sit across from me and tell me
why you belong in the final two."

MELISSA CARTWRIGHT (V.0.): "And if your own story doesn't hold up under scrutiny now, it never really
did."

ON SCREEN: NEXT WEEK -- "THE FINAL FIVE"
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Proving Grounds: Season 1 - Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"

Show Credits

Match: "Episode 8: "Live in Front of the UTA"" - Written by Ben.
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